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Pond Society Dues é. Your Dues are now due!  

They will be 15.00 per membership until the 1st of 
April, after which they will go to 20.00 per membership 
number.  Get them to Dina Speta or 2277 Wilma Ru-
dolph Blvd, Suite C, PMB 222 Clarksville, Tn 37040 . 

Dear MCWGS members, 

Upon my departure from the Board of Directors, Montgomery County 

Water Garden Society, I would like to thank all of the Board members, 

who I have had the pleasure of working with over the span of nine 

years, for all of your hard work and dedication. Each of you is responsi-

ble for making the Society a success. It is my hope that more of the 

members will decide to help make the Society even greater, in assisting 

with Pond Parties, Water Garden Tours and Pond Days at our sponsors. 

We need seven water gardens for the tour this year, and as of now we 

do not have any. Also we need 4 members to have Pond Parties, these 

would be in May, June, July, and September. The persons having the 

party can choose the date and time that they desire. The Society will 

provide $75.00 for the meat, drinks and paper products, other members 

will provide the rest of the food in pot luck fashion. 

Last year the society celebrated its 10th year.  Letôs all get involved and 

work together to keep this organization going for another 10 great 

years. 

Thank you, 

Earl Parrish  

 

PRESIDENTS MESSAGE 

 
Hello, Hats Off and Kudoôs to EVERYONE 

for such a wonderful Banquet 2010!  Thank 

you Linda Earp and Yvonne Hiett Wheeler 

for the planning, hard work and beautiful 

decorations. I am not sure which was en-

joyed most, the food, fun or fellowship. My 

sincere appreciation to all!   What a great 

group we have and thanks to your support, 

it was a HUGE success! 

For those who were not present, Earl Par-

rish has chosen to take sabbatical from the 

MCWGS Board and office of President.  So 

I will begin by introducing myself.  I am 

Sharon Baggett and have somehow found 

myself accepting the office, although I pre-

fer to think of it as merely a Chairman of 

sorts, who will be conducting the business 

portion of meetings.  The organization was 

so well established by Earl Parrish and 

other pioneering charter members, along 

with such an outstanding group of board 

members, that I truly believe it could oper-

ate itself.  That and such a supportive mem-

bership is the only reason I accepted this 

position and not because I am remotely 

qualified for the job.  His presence on the 

Board will be greatly missed and irreplace-

able. However, we must accept his decision 

and I beg your continued support and un-

derstanding as I tackle this monumental 

task.  An entity the size of ours cannot, 

should not and will not be operated or gov-

erned by one person.   

Thus, I am COUNTING on all of you!  

Please. Your feedback, ideas and sugges-

tions are not only welcome, but expected.  

So please, give us a call or attend a board 

meeting and share your ideas!  In return, I 

will do my best to provide the leadership you 

so rightly deserve. 

 

Sponsor of the Year 2010 



Upcoming Calendar Events:   Board of Directors Meetingñ March 3rd at Pam Rossõs at 07:00.  All members are welcome to attend.        

Start thinking about the next pond tour, and the  pond parties for 

this year.  We only have the pond party for June nailed down now. 

We are always looking for volunteers, and if you can see your way 

clear to offer to host or help in any way, please contact Pam Ross, 

Events Chairperson at 368 -1583.  Also, let her know if you would 

be interested in serving on the board next year.  

Treasurerôs Report from Dina Spetaï  

Will follow in April Newsletter  

Balance as of  03 Nov  09ééééééé.3598.21 

Depositséééééééééééé.éé0 

Expendituresééééééééééééé-486.22 

Balance as of  25 Dec 09  éé ééé..3111.99 

 

  Voted Best of Clarksville 

     

    150 Hillcrest Drive 

    Clarksville, TN                        

            SPONSOR OF THE YEARð2008 

Some interesting facts about fish:  

Fish have been on the earth for more than 450 million years. 

Fish were well established long before dinosaurs roamed the earth. 

There are over 25,000 identified species of fish on the earth. 

It is estimated that there may still be over 15,000 fish species 

      that have not yet been identified. 

There are more species of fish than all the species of amphibians 

,     reptiles, birds and mammals combined. 

40% of all fish species inhabit fresh water, yet less than .01% 

     of the earth's water is fresh water. 

The spotted climbing perch is able to absorb oxygen from the air 

     and will crawl overland using its strong pectoral fins. 

Some fish like sharks don't posses an air bladder to help keep 

      them afloat and must either swim continually or rest on the bottom. 

Some fish make sounds by grating their teeth and others like some 

    catfish make sounds from their air filled swim bladder. 

Some species of fish can fly (glide) others can skip along the surface 

     and others can even climb rock. 

Fish have a specialized sense organ called the lateral line which works 

      much like radar and helps them navigate in dark or murky water. 

The largest fish is the great whale shark which can reach fifty feet in  

length 
The smallest fish is the Philippine goby that is less than 1/3 of an inch      

   when fully grown. 
Some species of fish have skeletons made only of cartilage. 

Fish have excellent senses of sight, touch, taste and many possess 

     a good sense of smell and 'hearing'. 

Fish feel pain and suffer stress just like mammals and birds. 

Tropical fish are one of the most popular pets in the U.S. 

95% of tropical fish mortality results from improper housing and nutrition. 

Many tropical fish sold in the United States are harvested from the wild in 
Africa, Asia, and Central and South America.  



  YOUR BOARD OF DIRECTORS  
Sharon Baggett, President  358-2914 

Herman Albright, Vice President  645-3175  

Linda VanMaanen, Secretary   368-1636 

Dina Speta, Treasurer 368-1583 

Linda Earp, Banquet Chairman  645-9700 

Pam Ross, Events Chairman  368-1583 

Vacant , Publicity Chairman  

Terrie Young, Membership Chair 302-3387 

Roy Prewitt, Sponsor Chairman   647-0518 

We thank all of our sponsors who provide us with 

monthly door prizes and also those who offer dis-

counts on their fine services in our community.  See 

our website sponsor page for more information.  

 

THANK YOU !     

Keeping the Environment in Mindééé 

 
Peat moss will soften your pond water by binding the 
calcium and magnesium ions while simultaneously 
releasing tannic and gallic acids into the water. These 
acids then attack the bicarbonates in the water, re-
ducing the water's carbonate hardness and pH. To 
incorporate peat moss into your filtration system, use 
a media bag large enough to contain a good amount 
of peat moss and place the bag in a location where 
water flow is high (typically within your pond's skim-
mer or within your biological filtration). Please note: 
adding peat moss to your filtration system will give 
your pond water a yellow tint which can easily be re-
moved with quality activated carbon.  Determining just 

how much peat moss and activated carbon you'll need to 

maintain proper water chemistry and clarity will un-
doubtedly require some experimentation. Ideally, the 
pH of the water should range from 6.5 to 7.5, and the 
carbonate hardness between 2 and 8 dKH. Use a 
quality test kit to monitor both pH and hardness and 
adjust the amount of peat moss as necessary to 
achieve healthy pH and dKH levels.  

Do you have some photos of your water gar-

den, pond, plants or fish that you would like 

to share with other members?  The Pond 

Society keeps a scrap book that is shown at 

pond days and other functions, but it needs 

updating.  Please contact Pam Ross, 368-

1583, if you would like to have your photos 

included.     

Also, any info that you would like to have 

published in the newsletter, send to Terrie 

Young at terrieyoung200@lycos.com. 

 


